
  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND MEETINGS 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT TO COUNCIL 
JUNE 26, 2024 

TO BE HEARD AT 2:00 P.M. 
 

APPLICATION INFORMATION 
 

 

 
 

PROPOSAL:  LAND USE BYLAW AMENDMENTS 

 

PROPOSAL: 

Staff has proposed amendments to the Land Use Bylaw for Council’s consideration. 

 

 

 

 

FILE MANAGER: Coreena Carr 

 

 

As part of the ongoing implementation of the Land Use Bylaw, staff continues to make amendments 
to the Land Use Bylaw to ensure that it remains current and that provisions are as clear as possible.   

In 2023 – 2024, separate Land Use Bylaw amendments were adopted on individual topics pertaining 

to the following: 

• Solar Power Amendments – June 28, 2023, 2023 

• Secondary Suite Amendments – January 31, 2024 

• Cannabis Retail Amendments – December 6, 2023 

• Airport Amendments – May 29, 2024 

The most recent update of general Land Use Bylaw amendments not specific to only one topic was 
November 16, 2022.   

 

This application is to allow for several general amendments within the land use bylaw.  Most of the 
changes are minor in nature, allowing for clarification and/or updates to existing provisions or to provide 
for more efficient implementation on existing development.   

The following is a summary of topics for the amendments proposed: 

• A New Municipal Road Classification and associated setbacks. 

• Updates to Section 5.11 Reapplication Of Development Permits. 

• Amendments to Section 6.12 Resubmission Interval provisions. 

• Changes to provisions on Manmade Water Bodies. 

• Changes to Child Care Facility and Family Day Home definitions and provisions. 

• Clarifications on requirements for Dwelling, Manufactured Homes, Dwelling, Mobile Homes, And 

Dwelling, Move On under Section 10.10. 

• Amendments under the Recreation District land use district for exceptions on setbacks for a 

portion of Square Butte development under Section 16.1.8 

  

BACKGROUND 

PROPOSAL: 



  

• Added provisions for clarification on Home Office/Home Based Business pertaining to more 

than one business use on a site. 

• Home Office and Home Based Business added to permitted or discretionary uses in more land 

use districts. 

• Amendments pertaining to The Placing Of Topsoil On Lands. 

• Amendments to Section 4.2.1 pertaining to Signage Not Requiring A Development Permit. 

• Amendments to provisions pertaining to Legal Access To A Parcel Of Land. 

• Amendments to Setback Provisions Under DC#34 from commercial solar installations to 

adjacent residences. 

• Clarification on Habitable Area for Secondary Suites. 

• Clarification under Section 5.6 For Setback Variances. 

• Amendment to Section 3.1.Development Authority to allow the Development Authority to decide 

on time extensions to Development Permits approved by the DAB. 

• Amendment to Section 9.27 For Special Setbacks to align with the provisions under Residential 

Community District land use rules. 

Details and precise wording for the proposed Land Use Bylaw Amendments are attached as Appendix 
A for Council’s review.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The public hearing was advertised in the June 12, 2024, and June 19, 2024, issues of the Western 
Wheel and notice of the hearing was posted on the newsfeed on the County website starting June 12, 
2024. 

SUMMARY 
Staff has proposed several amendments to the Land Use Bylaw for Council’s consideration only as 
attached in Appendix A. 

APPLICATION - OPTIONS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION: 

OPTION #1 – APPROVAL – 1st READING 
Should Council feel that the proposed land use bylaw amendments are consistent with the existing 
regional and municipal policy frameworks, and no significant planning considerations have been 
brought forward through the public hearing that cannot be resolved through the planning process; 
Council may wish to move first reading of Bylaw XX/2024 to authorize amendments to the Land Use 
Bylaw as outlined in the attached Appendix A. 
 
Council shall direct staff on any additional information or changes they wish to see prior to second and 
third reading. 
 
OPTION #2 POSTPONE APPLICATION 
Moved that a decision on Bylaw XX/2024 be postponed for further direction from Council, as they feel 
additional information is required prior to rendering a decision. 

 

APPENDIX A – PROPOSED BYLAW INCLUDING LAND USE BYLAW AMENDMENTS 
  

APPENDICES 



  

APPENDIX A – PROPOSED BYLAW INCLUDING LAND USE BYLAW AMENDMENTS 
 

BYLAW XX/2024 
 

BEING A BYLAW OF FOOTHILLS COUNTY TO AUTHORIZE AN AMENDMENT TO THE LAND 
USE BYLAW NO. 60/2014 AS AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26 Revised Statutes 
of Alberta 2000, and amendments thereto, the Council of Foothills County in the Province of Alberta, has 
adopted Land Use Bylaw No. 60/2014 and amendments up to and including those passed on December 
17, 2014. 
 
AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section 191(1) of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26 Revised 
Statutes of Alberta 2000, the power to pass a bylaw under this or any other enactment includes a power 
to amend or repeal the bylaw. 
  
AND WHEREAS Bylaw XX/2024 was introduced to Council to further amend the Land Use Bylaw by 
authorizing text amendments to Land Use Bylaw 60/2014 as described within the attached Schedule ‘A’. 

1.  This Bylaw shall have effect on the date of third reading. 
 

      
 FIRST READING: XXX 

 
  ____________________________ 

Reeve 
   
  ____________________________ 

Municipal Manager 
 
 

SECOND READING: XXX 
  ____________________________ 

Reeve 
   
  ____________________________ 

Municipal Manager 
 

 
  THIRD READING: XXX 
 
  ____________________________ 

Reeve 
   
  ____________________________ 

Municipal Manager 
 
 
PASSED IN OPEN COUNCIL assembled at the Town of High River in the Province of Alberta this         
day of                                , 2024. 
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e
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 b
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