




August 15, 2024 

SDAB Clerk, Foothills County 
Box 5605, 309 Macleod Tr. S. 
High River, AB T1V 1M7 

Dear Development Appeal Board: 

Re: Development Permit Application 24D 116 
Ptn: NW 13-20-01 5WM 
Free Standing Sign 
 
 

Please accept this letter to highlight the reasons for our appeal.  

First, I’d like to briefly share a history relating to the sign we’re appealing.  

In early March 2024 the sign was constructed and placed in the furthest NW corner of 13-20-1W5. I own 
the quarter section and gave our son-in-law Paul Brennand approval for the sign placement 

I was notified via email on March 28, 2024 by Mr. Salmon (compliance officer for the County) that the 
sign was not compliant and a County development permit would be required. Someone in the area 
issued a complaint as we understand.  

Mr. Salmon informed us that we would need to get in touch with Alberta Transportation (AT) and obtain 
a development permit first. (Please see email attached from Mr. Salmon dated March 28, 2024).  

After numerous conversations with AT since late March, they approved our sign provided that we move 
it 10 m east and 10 m south from the Warner fence line, which is roughly 47 m south of the Hwy 7 
centreline and 17 m east of the County road, 16 st. Please see the attached approval letter dated August 
8th, 2024 from Evan Neilson with AT.  

Upon receiving AT approval, the development permit application 24D 116 for the County was completed 
and submitted as of June 5th, 2024. 

On July, 29th, 2024 we received notice from Ms. Brittany Domenjoz (Development Officer for the County) 
that our application was refused because of the following:  

“the sign is located 10m (32.8 ft) from the north property line when its required to be set back 
40 m (131 ft) from the ultimate right of way of Highway 7 and 10m (132 ft) from the west 
property line, when it is required to be setback 48m (157 ft) from the center line of a municipal 
road allowance. The proposed sign falls outside the parameters as identified in 4.2 of the land 
use bylaw” 

It is our understanding that since the “setbacks” do not meet County requirements, our application was 
refused.  

From our perspective, with AT approving the placement of the sign, being 10m from the property line in 
both directions, we’re respectfully asking for a relaxation from the County bylaws from 48 m to the 17 m 
from the County road 16 st.  



If we were to move the sign 48 m east of the west County 16 st highway or 38m further east of its 
current location this will create an issue for haying around the sign. Where the sign is currently located, 
it’s an easy 90 degree angle for cutting with my larger farm equipment.  

Nevertheless,  should the County require us to move the sign to be compliant without any relaxation of 
the bylaws, we will do so.  It would however, be appreciated if the sign be left as is, or perhaps there is 
an acceptable County setback that is not 48 m versus its current location of 17 m east of west.    

 Again, given that AT is agreeable to the sign and its current placement, we would request that a sign 
relaxation to county bylaws is a reasonable scenario.  However, we would also move the sign the full 48 
m east of west, or anywhere in between the 17 m and the 48m.   

This sign is important to us and we’re willing to work with the County to come to a resolution.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Garry and Joanne Warner 





Transportation and Economic Corridors Permit
Request for Sign Permit - Outside of Highway Right of Way In 
Proximity of a Provincial Highway - Approved

Permit Number: 2024-0041778 Highway(s): 7

Issued to (Permittee):
Paul Brennand 
Okotoks AB  

Legal Land Location: QS-NW SEC-13 TWP-020 
RGE-01 MER-5 Municipality: Foothills County,Okotoks

Approved By: Evan Neilsen Issuing Office: Southern Region / Calgary

Issued Date: 2024-04-19 09:24:28 Expiry Date: 2026-03-28

Description of Development: Realtor Sign



Transportation and Economic Corridors Permit No. 2024-0041778 is issued to the above named Permittee 
under authority of Section 14 of the Highways Development and Protection Act (the Act) authorizing the works 
listed herein, and a further application is required for any changes or additions.

The approved site plan/drawing forms a part of this permit and any changes to the approved site plan/drawing 
will require an amendment or a new permit application.

This permit is subject to the following terms and conditions, which should be carefully reviewed:

1. This permit is subject to the provisions of Section 11-19 inclusive of the Highways Development and 
Protection Act (Chapter H-8.5 2004), amendments thereto, and Highways Development and Protection 
Regulation (Alberta Regulation 326/2009) and amendments thereto.

2. This permit is issued subject to any other municipal, provincial, or federal approvals that may be required. 
Issuance of a permit by Transportation and Economic Corridors does not guarantee the permittee will be able 
to obtain other required approvals and does not excuse violation of any regulation, bylaw, or Act that may 
affect the proposed development.

3. The Permittee consents to a person designated by Transportation and Economic Corridors to enter upon 
land during construction and again upon completion of construction for the purpose of inspection to ensure the 
terms and conditions of this permit are met.

4. All works authorized by this permit shall be constructed, altered, maintained or operated at the sole expense 
of the Permittee.  The permittee expressly waives any right to claim damages or compensation (including 
injurious affection) for development, signs or other encumbrances that are placed in an area required for future 
widening of the highway right of way for highway improvement purposes

5. In consideration of the permit issued in respect to this physical means of access, the Permittee shall 
indemnify and hold harmless Transportation and Economic Corridors, its employees and agents from any and 
all claims, demands, actions and costs whatsoever that may arise, directly or indirectly from anything done or 
omitted to be done in the construction, maintenance, alteration or operation of the works authorized.

6. The Permittee shall conform to the approved site plan/drawings. Failure to conform to the approved site 
plan/drawings without an approved amendment may result in enforcement measures as laid out in the Act.

7. Minimum letter height to be used is 15 cm (6 inches) 
 
8. Use of intermittent, flashing or rotating light or moving or rotating parts is not permitted. 
 
9. Pursuant to Section 11(2) of the Highways Development and Protection Regulation, a permit for a sign is not 
required for a business identification sign for this development provided that the sign is located no closer to the 
highway than the proposed building or is no more than 30m from either side of the building. If a proposed sign 
does not meet these requirements the landowner shall submit a separate sign application. 
 
10. Transportation and Economic Corridors is under no obligation to reissue a permit if the sign is not installed 
before expiry of this permit. 
 
11. The sign shall be maintained in proper repair by the permittee. If, in the opinion o fTransportation and 
Economic Corridors the sign is not kept in an acceptable condition, or fails to meet or address any of 
Transportation and Economic Corridors conditions or concerns, it must be repaired, revised or removed by the 



owner within 7 days of receiving written notice of the deficiency, otherwise the sign will be removed by 
Transportation and Economic Corridors at the permittee's expense. 
 
12. The placement of signs within the highway right of way shall follow the department's recommended 
practice, https://open.alberta.ca/publications/placement-of-signs.  
 
13. The proposed sign is to be set back at least 10.0 m from the highway property line as shown on the 
attached plan. 
 
14. This permit approves only the sign contained herein, for any changes or additions a separate application is 
required 
 

Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of this permit is an offense pursuant to Section 35 of the 
Highways Development and Protection Regulation (the Regulation), and may result in enforcement or 
penalties as described in Section 55 of the Act and Section 35-36 of the Regulation.

This permit is valid for a period of two years from the date of issuance. If the works authorized by this permit 
have not commenced within this timeframe, the permit expires and the Permittee must submit a request for an 
extension, or reapply for a new permit, if they wish to proceed. Transportation and Economic Corridors is under 
no obligation to reissue a permit if the development is not commenced before expiry of this permit.

Please contact Transportation and Economic Corridors through RPATH0041778 if you have any questions, 
updates, additions, or require additional information.

Issued by Evan Neilsen, Development and Planning Tech, on 2024-04-
19 09:24:28 on behalf of the Minister of Transportation and Economic 
Corridors pursuant to Ministerial Order 52/20 – Department of 
Transportation and Economic Corridors Delegation of Authority

 

https://goaprod.service-now.com/rpath?id=rpath_ticket&table=x_gooa_rpath_case&sys_id=87206f90475d86504cbd8c9b416d43d0
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